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INTRO 


Jessi: Hi everyone, Šr%— C, Jessi here! 

Tomoyuki: CA(C5(k4, Tomoyuki Cd. 

Jessi: Welcome to Absolute Beginner Season 2, Lesson 14 - Finding Your Friends in 
Japan. Thanks again for joining us for this series! Tomoyuki, could you remind us what 
we learned in the last lesson, Lesson 13? 

Tomoyuki: (£U\. In the last lesson, we learned how to ask where someone is, and say 
where someone is. 

Jessi: That's right, and in this lesson, you'll use the same pattern to ask where 
something is. We'll be talking about inanimate objects instead of people. 

Tomoyuki: Jessi, what's happening in the conversation? 

Jessi: In the conversation, Taylor is talking on the phone with Masato, who has just 
arrived at the airport to pick Taylor up. 

Tomoyuki: Okay! let's listen to the conversation. 


DIALOGUE 


F711: lU, VO PII es. 

APE: VIBFIDE (dk EC lo HOETDA 

FI—: VIEFIDE [kd 2A (Cc DOET, 

FEE: 2A... PANELI. 

(to a passerby) 

ace: THEGA. TAAL—-A-lF ETit DOETD? 
a passerby: LRNL—-9—-?7? GHEc (Cc GBOET, 

Jessi: Let’s listen to the conversation again slowly. 

71I: lU, VO RFF s 

APE: VIBFIDE l ETZI HOETDA 

FI—: VIEFIDE [kd 2A (Cc DOET,. 

HAL: 2AM)... PANELI. 

(to a passerby) 

ace: THEGA. TAAL—-A-lF EC le DOETD? 
a passerby: LRN L—-9—?7 GHEc (Cc GBOET, 

Jessi: Now let’s listen to it with the translation. 
FtIa—:ldb\. YVIORFILE 


TY., 

Jessi: Yes, McDonald's. 

APE: VIORFIVDE l EC (lc BOETDAD, 
Jessi: Where is McDonald's? 

FTI—-: VOREFIVR lk 2A (C DOES, 
Jessi: McDonald's is on the second floor. 

APE: 2AW).... PANELIS 

Jessi: Second floor...got it. 

kek: THEGA. LAAL—-A-lk Ec (C HOETA? 
Jessi: Excuse me. Where is the escalator? 

a passerby: LRNL—-9—?7 GHEc (cC BOE, 
Jessi: The escalator? It's over there. 


KEY VOCABULARY AND PHRASES 


Jessi: So, this conversation is a continuation of the one in the last lesson. Let's review 
what's going on, just in case. 

Tomoyuki: Masato arrived at the airport to pick up Taylor. 

Jessi: Yes, and he was late when he arrived, so he called Taylor on his cell phone. 
Tomoyuki: Masato asked where Taylor was. 

Jessi: And Taylor said that he was at McDonalds with Chiemi and Sarah. 

Tomoyuki: Masato doesn't seem to know where that is. 

Jessi: Right, he goes, McDonalds? And that's where this lesson's conversation start. 
By the way, where did Taylor say McDonalds was? 

Tomoyuki: Z ({CA‘U\) . On the second floor. 

Jessi: Z ((cA‘U\) . So this means second floor. It's a number, plus a counter for 
floors. 

Tomoyuki: Yes, the number two, (Z, plus ‘U\, the counter for floors. 

Jessi: When counting objects in Japanese, you can't say just the number by itself. You 
need a counter word to go with it. 

Tomoyuki: Yes. Japanese has many counters. 

Jessi: Hmm, right. In this lesson, we'll just go over the one for floors. So, Tomoyuki, 
how would you say first floor? 

Tomoyuki: —B§ (Lyd ANU) . It's not LSA, so be careful. 

Jessi: And second floor? 

Tomoyuki: Z (ITAU) . [Z plus AUN 

Jessi: Third floor? 

Tomoyuki: = (@AA\U\) o SA plus Abis Or EAAU\, SA plus BULs You 
might hear both used. 

Jessi: Fourth 


floor? 

Tomoyuki: A (KAAL) o KA plus ANU 

Jessi: Fifth floor? 

Tomoyuki: A (AUN) o © plus AUN 

Jessi: And so on. For a more complete list, you can check out the Lesson Notes. 
Before we move on, let's review one more phrase we saw here. 

Tomoyuki: And that is 7? (7) DOKL 

Jessi: 7 (70) DOU. This means "okay", or "got it". So if someone tells you 
something, to show that you understand, you can say 4} (40) AMOK. Inthe 
dialogue, Taylor told Masato that McDonalds was on the second floor, and Masato said 
Tomoyuki: Z (ITAL) o o DAN ELE. 

Jessi: "Second floor... got it." Okay, let's move on to the lesson focus! 

Tomoyuki: 47 (70) DOELE ! 


GRAMMAR POINT 


Jessi: In this lesson, you'll learn how to ask where something is. Now, this is going to 
be pretty easy after our previous lesson, right? 

Tomoyuki: Yes, because the pattern is the same! We only need to change one word. 
Jessi: Our pattern before, which was for asking where someone is, is...? 

Tomoyuki: [A]JId, ECICUE TA? 

Jessi: [AJ[t, ECICUETA? Now, this time we are going to ask about where 
inanimate objects are. Things that aren't living. It also works for places. So we change 
the WES to DOK. And we get...? 

Tomoyuki: [A], EcCICHVETA? 

Jessi: [A]ld,. ECICHOEKTA? it's helpful if you're looking for something. For 
example, a place like a convenience store; you could say... 

Tomoyuki: IVEZ ECICHVETA? 

Jessi: JYET(E ETIT HNR? Where is the convenience store? 

Tomoyuki: Right. 

Jessi: Let's break it down. 

Tomoyuki: IVEZ (Jessi: convenience store) l & Clic (Jessi: where) DOK TD 
(Jessi: is, with a question marker) 

Jessi: Great. Here's another one. What if you want to take the escalator, but don't 
know where it is? 

Tomoyuki: You can say... LRHNL—-A9—l4, ECICHVE TDA 

Jessi: TLXAVAL—S—lk, ETIT HOI. Okay! That's not so bad, right? That's 
one of the examples we had in the dialogue, isn't it? 

Tomoyuki: Right. He also asked another question. He said XYY FFJLF (k Ec I? 


HOETA 

Jessi: VOARFILDE (k EC lc HOEF "Where is McDonald's?" Okay, good. So 
again, our pattern is [AJIt, Ecco n ET h? Now.. on to how to respond to this 
question! 

Tomoyuki: Okay. The pattern for saying where something is, is..... Ald[place]icC HOE 
Fo 

Jessi: Ald[place]IcC HO ET. 

Tomoyuki: Ald[place]ICHOIES. 

Jessi: And as usual, the first part, Ald, can be left out. 

Tomoyuki: If the subject is obvious. 

Jessi: Right. So, let's start by taking a look at the examples we had in the dialogue. 
Tomoyuki: We had two examples. 

Jessi: The first one was...? 

Tomoyuki: VORFILE (k 2da lc BORG, 

Jessi: "McDonald's is on the second floor." Let's break it down. 

Tomoyuki: VJ EF JL (Jessi: McDonalds) (4 2H\U\(Jessi: second floor) I BOKSF 
(Jessi: iS). 

Jessi: So, one more time? 

Tomoyuki: VORFILE (k 2da lc pnk. 

Jessi: Great. Masato then asks where the escalator is... let's hear the question he 
asked first. 

Tomoyuki: LAAL—-S—(k Ec le HOETA? 

Jessi: "Where is the escalator?" And the answer was...? 

Tomoyuki: Ec (Cc DOES. 

Jessi: "It's over there." 

Tomoyuki: The full sentence would have been LRAL—-I—-|¢ GEC [Cc HOET, 
Jessi: "The escalator is over there." 

Tomoyuki: Remember that HZZ means "over there". 

Jessi: Yes. This word is used a lot when talking about the location of something. 
Tomoyuki: Right. Listeners, repeat after me. LAHL—9—lk DEC (IC DOEGT, 
[pause] 

Jessi: All right everyone, how's it going so far? Are you ready for a question and 
answer practice? 

Tomoyuki: Okay! Let's do it! 

Jessi: All right. Listeners, Tomoyuki is going to ask you where the escalator is. Please 
respond with, "it's over there." Are you ready? 

Tomoyuki: LAADL—-S-(¢LECICHOV ETA? 

[pause] 

Jessi: Okay, Tomoyuki, what's the answer? 

Tomoyuki: HECICHOET. It's over there. You could also add LXAL—4A-, 


and say... LRH L—-I—(k, HBECICHVET. 

Jessi: Excellent! How did you do, everyone? Now are you ready to switch roles? Now 
you're the one looking for the escalator. What do you ask? 

[pause] 

Tomoyuki: Did you get it? 

Jessi: The answer is... 

Tomoyuki: LAADL—-S-(LECICHOV ETA? 

Jessi: Alright, great job everyone. | think everyone must have it down by now, don't 
you think? 

Tomoyuki: | hope so! 

Jessi: For more information, check out the lesson notes, and as always, leave us a 
comment if you have any questions. 

Tomoyuki: We look forward to hearing from you. 

Jessi: All right. Thanks for listening, and we'll see you all next time! 

Tomoyuki: U» md, E~. 


